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WASHINGTONÂ â�� BureauÂ of Indian Education Director Thomas M. DowdÂ today announcedÂ 
thatÂ theÂ Enemy Swim Day School, aÂ BIEÂ fundedÂ KÂ8Â school in Waubay, S.D., is oneÂ of four
non- profit organizations namedÂ by theÂ Verizon FoundationÂ last month as theÂ first winners of its
Verizon Tech Savvy Award. Enemy Swim, operatedÂ by theÂ SissetonÂ Wahpeton Sioux TribeÂ of
theÂ LakeÂ TraverseÂ Reservation in South Dakota,Â was amongÂ aÂ national fieldÂ of 85Â nominees.

â��I want toÂ congratulateÂ Enemy Swim Day School andÂ its FACEÂ Program for
beingÂ amongÂ theÂ winners of theÂ first Verizon Tech Savvy Award,â��Â DowdÂ said.
â��TheÂ Enemy Swim FACEÂ Programâ��s RealeBook Project is bringingÂ newÂ hopeÂ toÂ parents
thatÂ their children will haveÂ theÂ  readingÂ skills necessary to sustain them for theÂ future.â��Â 

TheÂ school receivedÂ theÂ awardÂ for its RealeBook Project, an initiativeÂ of theÂ Enemy SwimÂ 
Family andÂ ChildÂ Education (FACE) Program, which was recognizedÂ by theÂ foundation as anÂ 
exemplary program for increasingÂ technology skillsÂ amongÂ tribal parents by teachingÂ them toÂ 
writeÂ andÂ publish childrenâ��s books usingÂ computers, software, digital cameras
andÂ printersÂ whileÂ learningÂ organizing, writing, editingÂ andÂ publishingÂ skills. Parents then
readÂ theÂ books they produce, which areÂ written both in English andÂ Dakotah, theÂ tribeâ��s
nativeÂ language, toÂ their children. TheÂ project, which produces four original books perÂ month,
supports theÂ schoolâ��s focus on teachingÂ theÂ Dakotah language whileÂ promotingÂ literacy,
employment training, andÂ cultural prideÂ through theÂ FACE program.

In addition to beingÂ namedÂ aÂ 2006Â awardÂ winner, theÂ Enemy Swim Day School FACE
ProgramÂ  receivedÂ $25,000Â toÂ continueÂ andÂ expandÂ their RealeBookÂ Project.

FACE andÂ its companion program Baby FACE areÂ projects of theÂ National Council for Family
Literacy (NCFL), aÂ national nonÂprofit organization establishedÂ in 1989Â toÂ meet
theÂ educationalÂ needs of parents andÂ their children through family literacy programs. Both
areÂ administeredÂ byÂ BIE toÂ provideÂ early childhood education andÂ preÂ-literacy experiences for
infants andÂ families in theÂ homeÂ as well as early childhoodÂ andÂ adult education programs in
school. An important facetÂ of theseÂ programs is support of parental involvement in aÂ childâ��s
readingÂ experience. Since its start in 1991, theÂ FACE program has servedÂ overÂ 15,000Â infants,
children andÂ adults. InÂ addition, it has enabledÂ overÂ 500Â adults toÂ earn high school or general
equivalency diplomas (GEDs) andÂ approximately 2,000Â adults toÂ findÂ employment.

RealeBooks (pronouncedÂ REALLYÂbooks) is aÂ webÂ-basedÂ application that can beÂ usedÂ by
children andÂ adults toÂ createÂ their own â��booksâ��Â with text andÂ photos which then can
beÂ posted toÂ theÂ RealeBooks website.Â Books createdÂ by otherÂ BIE ÂfundedÂ schools can
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beÂ foundÂ on the websiteâ��s BureauÂ of Indian Education Reale Library page
atÂ http://bie.realelibrary.com/. InÂ school year 2006Â2007, theÂ BIE awardedÂ RealeBook Projects
toÂ nineÂ FACE programs. TheyÂ haveÂ sinceÂ producedÂ 1,840Â books reachingÂ 460Â families.

TheÂ Verizon Foundation is theÂ philanthropicÂ arm of Verizon Communications. AccordingÂ to its
website, theÂ foundation funds programs that address social issues such as literacy, technologyÂ 
education andÂ domesticÂ violence, andÂ builds partnerships toÂ replicateÂ its mostÂ successfulÂ 
programs in communities across theÂ country. TheÂ Verizon Tech Savvy AwardÂ is part of theÂ 
foundationâ��s Verizon Literacy Network, a free, onlineÂ resource that leverages technology toÂ 
deliverÂ trainingÂ andÂ information to improveÂ literacy.

TheÂ BIE school system serves almost 50,000Â American Indian children in 184Â elementary andÂ 
secondary day andÂ boardingÂ schools locatedÂ on or near 63Â reservations in 23Â states. In schoolÂ 
year 2006-Â2007, theÂ BIE directly operatedÂ oneÂ-thirdÂ of theseÂ schools
andÂ theÂ remainingÂ twoÂÂ  thirds wereÂ tribally operated underÂ BIE contracts or grants. For
moreÂ information aboutÂ NCFL, its projects andÂ partners,Â visitÂ www.famlit.org. To learnÂ 
moreÂ about theÂ Verizon Literacy Network andÂ theÂ 2006Â Verizon Tech Savvy Awards, visitÂ 
http://literacynetwork.verizon.org/.
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